
CAN do is suggest that everyone check 
for specific details when logging in at 
the registration desk upon arrival.  We 
will make sure that there is signage say-
ing where and when; we always get co-
operation and suggested settings from 
the Meet host, and that’s what we will be 
doing this year. 

Come meet with us!  Bring pictures!  
Swap stories!  Bring an appetite.  Bring a 
friend if you have any.  See you there. 

Tradition!  We love tradition.  This 
Chapter, being non-geographical, holds 
very few auto events because there’s no 
specific location, other than Freeport, 
that seems appropriate. 

That did not, however, stop us from 
coming up with a unique idea for Chap-
ter camaraderie:  a lunch or dinner at the 
PCS International Meet every year.  
We’ll do it again this summer. 

While we do not have enough specific 
data for times and scheduling, what we 

Star t  thinking  Chapter  dinner  at  theStar t  thinking  Chapter  dinner  at  theStar t  thinking  Chapter  dinner  at  theStar t  thinking  Chapter  dinner  at  the     

    Internat ional  MeetInternat ional  MeetInternat ional  MeetInternat ional  Meet     

Henneys  in  ACTION:   a  1935  120A  

This 1935 Henney Packard (we’re pret-
ty sure it is a 1935, rather than the very 
similar 1936) is shown serving the Mid-
dlesex Hospital in Middletown, Con-
necticut. 

The Packard chassis is 120A; the A suf-
fix was used by Packard for a profes-
sional-car chassis.  The choice of that 
letter, which lasted for some time in 
Packard chassis designation, derived 
from the word ambulance, we have al-
ways suspected, and of course 120 re-

 

ferred to the new One Twenty line.  
The Henney model number for this unit 
would be 854. 

The hospital is still there, as one might 
expect, and operates as “The flagship 
location for Middlesex Health,” a sys-
tem covering the range from  primary 
care to specialized surgery.  The door 
markings on the Henney show that this 
unit was the hospital’s own, not that of 
a funeral home’s ambulance service. 
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The Packards have a nice 1947 
Henney Packard Custom Super 
Clipper 8-passenger sedan.  You 
will be seeing more of it in this 
quarterly, we think. 
And that brings us to another sug-
gestion:  if you have a nice Henney 
we haven’t made into a feature car, 

why not share it with everyone?  
Drop us a line.  We would ask for de-
tail shots, an interesting story about 
the car—its history if you know it—
and one really nice spectacular shot 
for the centerspread. 
We know that not all our members 
get the centerspread in a form that 
will print the quarterly on 11 x 17 pa-
per, and we’re sorry;  we can’t do 
much about it.  Limitations of tech-
nology, etc. 

Welcome new membersWelcome new membersWelcome new membersWelcome new members  

Blotter of the quarter 
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1934.  After generations of operating the business 
the family decided to retire. 

The building was sold for $1.22 million and, at last 
word, was scheduled to be destroyed and replaced 
by a mix of stores and apartments.   

The name was then transferred to the Habel Funeral 
Home & Crematory. 

Long-time readers will know that when we feature an 
old blotter, matchbook cover, postcard, or similar 
with a Henney on it, we look up the facility that is-
sued the thing and, nearly always, discover that it is 
still in business, often at the same location. 

This time the result was different.  John went into 
business in 1897 with a partner, bought out the part-
ner and opened the building on West Devon in 
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The red military ambulance in the first-quarter 
issue is a 1952, not a 1951, but was advertised 
incorrectly.  I am in touch with its current own-
er, who has supplied me quite a few photos of 
the Federal WLR siren and its base so I was able 
to find one for my car.  

Don Pierson 

 

Upon further review, as they say, we believe that 
we do see, faintly, the grille medallion that didn’t 
appear until the 1952 models. 

 

-- - 

 

Regarding the Henney building here in Freeport:  
the building suffers from having a flat roof that 
is prone to leaking.  Rain water has been getting 
into the building for a number of years.  The 
first result was mold, followed by rotting floors.  
All the floors are wood and they don’t do well 
with repeated soakings.  I have been told that 
there are areas that are not safe to walk on.  I 
have not heard of any schedule yet for demoli-
tion. 

Thank you for all that you do to keep this Chap-
ter alive and well. 

Dick Farnsworth 

- - - 

That gorgeous 1930 Pierce-Arrow limousine-
style hearse on page 5 (1Q issue) ain’t no Hen-
ney.  It was built for the Pierce Bros. mortuary 
by the local Copple Auto Body Works.  Read all 
about them in the special Pierce-Arrow issue 
(#158) of TPC by the late, much-lamented Tom 
McPherson. 

Wal t  McCal l  
 

LettersLettersLettersLetters  

Well, as I have little patience with current program-
ming and prefer earlier TV and movies, one of the 
things I am doing is watching every single episode 
of Perry Mason in order, starting with September of 
1957.  At the moment I am in the second season, 
episode 24, which aired on 18 April 1959. 

Why this may be of interest is that in every episode 
so far where there is an ambulance required to pick 
up the murdered stiff, it is a 1948-50 Henney Pack-
ard.  Usually the scene is shot from the rear of the 
vehicle and not for long.  I have not seen the front 
to possibly determine the exact year.  It has ap-
peared in maybe six episodes so far.  Between that 
and Highway Patrol, I get my fix of old cars and great 
scenery, AND the bad guys usually get caught.  A 
novel concept these days… 

Jeff Beyer 
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Hey  MikeMikeMikeHey  MikeMikeMikeHey  MikeMikeMikeHey  MikeMikeMike————what  day  i s  i t?   Henneys  on  what  day  i s  i t?   Henneys  on  what  day  i s  i t?   Henneys  on  what  day  i s  i t?   Henneys  on  

nice  ca lendarsnice  ca lendarsnice  ca lendarsnice  ca lendars  

Part of the year is gone now, but if you 
don’t have a 2023 calendar yet, there is 
still a way to improve your den wall 
with some nice Henney content. 

The one at right is from Rosedale Me-
morial Park in Bensalem, Pa.  It shows 
the whole year on one page and some 
really nice Henney vehicles in line.  The 
Rosedale calendar is not generally avail-
able, but we are grateful that they sent 
us a copy so we can show our member-
ship what it looks like. 

The other one, however, you can get.  

It comes from our own Tri-State Chapter, their annual 
spectacular (which usually has a Henney gracing one of 
the months).  This year's choice, for April, is a 1950 
flower car.  There are 11 miscellaneous makes for the 
other months, all equally well presented. 

You can order the Tri-State calendar for $12 ($15 for 
non-Chapter members), plus $5 shipping by writing  
tscpcscalendar@gmail.com and inquiring about pay-
ment arrangements.  Hurry; it’s April already! 



ONE OF THESE 
DAYS WE’LL GET 
THIS RIGHT:  In our 
last issue we ran this 
heartwarming, spectacu-
larly written and lavishly 
illustrated story about the 
Fallbrook  (California) 
Henney.  Only we pushed 
the wrong key when in-
serting the photo, and it 
ain’t Fallbrook's at all; it’s 
Toronto’s, Tonto.  The 
real Fallbrook Henney 
(seen at right) ran as a 
feature car in 2018.    

More important, here is 
the REAL photo of the 
car, back when it had that 
new-Henney smell.  Or 

The  Fal lbrook  Henney,  th is  t ime for  realThe  Fal lbrook  Henney,  th is  t ime for  realThe  Fal lbrook  Henney,  th is  t ime for  realThe  Fal lbrook  Henney,  th is  t ime for  real  
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close to it (the photo was taken on 4 June 1955). 

This view, kindly provided by Mike McDonald, has the crew named on the 
back.  Best we can read:, standing:  Fire Surgeon Simon, Deputy Chief Gillen, 
Chief Thurber, Chief Norville, Captain Burnaman (?), Asst Chief McDonnell, 
photographer Ahrend.    Front row:  Ross, Rawlinson, Lash, Johnson, Lt Bell, 
Lt McLean, Spencer.  Everyone smile... 
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Feature:   Major  hobby  attent ion  for  the  Henney  Ki lowatt  
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On the  next few pages :   an art ic le  that  ran 
in  the Jan/Feb i ssue of  Antique Automobile ,  
which we reprint  by  permission.   The 
Henney Kilowatt  has  been over looked by 
the  hobby’s  mainstream for some t ime be-
cause,  we think,  i t  didn’t  h i t  the  b ig  t ime 
in  sa les,  was converted from an ex ist ing 
car,  and after a l l ,  came from the  1960s.  
 
This  s tory  g ives  more  informat ion on the 
car than we have  found in other publ ica-
t ions ,  and we th ink our readership would 
be  interested in see ing  i t .  
 

The writer wasn’ t  sure  what became of the 
50 le f tover  Kilowatts ,  but  Henney  Chapter 
fo lks a l ready know what  became of them, 
because  we have  covered that  in  these  pag-
es ;  they  were  rebadged as  “Tiffany” novel ty  
cars  and marketed to the je t  se t .  
 
One more thing we should comment on:   
the story  c i tes  2-vol t  bat teries .   We’ve  even 
seen that  in  a  museum display .   There  a in ’ t  
no 2-volt  bat ter ies ,  they  were  6-vol t  bat ter-
ies .   We think the misunderstanding arose 
from the  fac t  that  a  6-vol t  bat tery  compris-
es  three  2-vol t  ce l l s .  

This  FTC  spot  featured a  Henney  nationwide 

At left and below:  a Federal Trade Commission 
piece that ran on television pushing new funeral regs 
on 30 April 1984.  The 1936 Henney that was cen-
tral to this promo didn’t know it would be doing the 

gig in a snowstorm.  Nor did the FTC.  In fact, all 
the morning shots had to be done over after the sur-
prise snow roared in over lunch hour.  All those 
umbrellas had to be sourced locally, in a hurry. 
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Below:  being placed in service at the Brown Funeral home in North 
Carolina, one sharp-looking Henney ambulance with whitewall tires, 
a spotlight,  and a flying lady ornament  no less.  Normally we dig up 
the current status of the home, but we are overwhelmed by the num-
ber of funeral homes in North Carolina with “Brown” in the title.  
Also, we normally trim these photos to emphasize the car, but we’re 
impressed by the building too this time. 

At right:  someone we are just hearing about, actor and model Daniel 
Henney.  He gained attention as with a 2005 television debut as Dr. Hen-
ry Kim on the Korean television drama My Lovely Sam Soon.  Other mov-
ies and shows have followed, including Criminal Minds and Hawaii Five-0. 

And whi le  we’re  at  i t . . .And whi le  we’re  at  i t . . .And whi le  we’re  at  i t . . .And whi le  we’re  at  i t . . .  
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In the unlikely event that our 
Faithful Readership is unaware of 
the current overemphasis on safety 
and legal obligation, here’s the tag 
off a screwdriver recently bought 
at retail.  CAUTION;  WEAR 
SAFETY GOGGLES WHILE 
USING. 
 

§  #   &   ^   ¶   ¥   

 

As we watch various news reports 
from around the world, we have 
noticed that the word AMBU-
LANCE is as close to a universal 
international term as any—even in 
countries that do not use the Ro-
man alphabet.  Maybe AMBU-
LANS here and there, but still 
nearly universal. 
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Every tale we hear about self-
driving cars is weirder than the last.  
A few months ago it was one 
about how they were stopping at 
Union 76 stations because they 
mistook the orange trademark 
signs out front for stop signals.  
The new one is rather amusing, if 
it’s true; the new self-driving Fords 
are designed/programed so that, if 
you miss a payment, they will return 
the car to the dealership.  We can pic-
ture a Henney dealership set up 
like this; would the ambulances be 
repossessed with lights flashing 
and everything? 

General Motors last year, buoyed 
by a rebounding fourth quarter, 
was the top auto seller in the Unit-
ed States.  If that doesn’t sound 
very newsy, here’s why:  for 2021 
the top seller in the U.S. 
was….Toyota.  Don’t think we’re 
in 1950 any more, Toto. 
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And we were reminded of that last 
observation recently by a film rat-
ing.  The reviewer had given it a 
parental warning because it con-
tained the word “idiot.” 
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On your way to the PCS Interna-
tional Meet this summer, should 
you find your Henney following a 
Ford Explorer, fall back or pass.  
There have been dozens of reports 
of trim panels flying off those vehicles 
at road speed, some hitting other 
cars. 

♫   ♠   ♥   ♠   ♦   ₪ 

It’s a personal gripe, but it’s auto-
motive, so:  next chance you get to 
see “The Maltese Falcon” on late-
night television, note the proper 
pronunciation of falcon:  FALL-
con.  When Ford brought out its 
new 1960 compact, they mispro-
nounced it to be dramatic and the 
@#$% mispronunciation seems to 
have stuck. 

So, we were thumbing through the 
recently debuting movie reviews 
and stumbled across one, Creed III, 

with a parental advisory:  VIO-
LENCE.  Um, it’s a boxing mov-
ie... 
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This quarter’s winner for product 
warnings will have to be the fol-
lowing:  This chap gets into a Kia 
Telluride and goes roaring down 
the street.  Comes upon a con-
struction project and charges right 
through it, scattering workers, and 
drives into a 10-foot drainage pipe.  
Comes popping out the other end 
into midair, plops onto a football 
field, and roars down the turf to 
the other goal.  DO NOT AT-
TEMPT! 
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In case you’re not worried about 
this hobby:  recent data reveal that 
only 25% of 16-year-olds have 
driver’s licenses, and only 60% 
have gotten them by 18.  Seems 
they’d rather call an Uber. 
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To those perusing this publication 
for competitive and scholastic pur-
poses, we certify that it was not 
prepared by the new AI program 
ChatGPT. 
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1935 Henney serves a hospital in Connecticut SECOND QUARTER 2023 


